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TOXAS FRR WORKERS | ANGRICAN FEDSRATION OF LaBOR’ 
Several now locals of ‘the city, Octe 
Southern Tenant Farnors’ Union ° A Resolution pledging tho ontire gy 
have boon org-nized here in- 4nerican Labor Movenonts ‘supports 
the Plains region. J.R-Butler, . | ‘for the struggle to organiza and 
Prasidcnt of the S.T.F.U. has. securo bettor conditions for 
in this ficld supervising sharecrorppors, tonants and farn 
orgenizational work anong the workers was uncnimeusly cdiopted 
dispéssesed tenants and farn by tho Convontion of tho dAmor= 
laborors of throe racos. White ican Foderation of Labor at a 
Negro, and Mexican workors of | hero, Tho is 
tho large forns of as Follows; 
this revzion- joining the whoroas ; Recont 
Union dy hundreds. of conditions on cotton plantate. 
Th Tox-s, tho larco fons ain the Sout#orn States havo 
farms are ownel by a few land- ‘brought to light tho inhuman lo- 
owners whe reise cotton with . -vels to which workers on then _ 
nackinery, tractors: ,cteeariven -have beon rofluced, revealing tho 4 
ty low pail workers. This existence of standards of liv 
enables tho Innibord to raise ing which resemblo more clogely 
cotton on 2 seale with these of coolie laborors than 
vory few workers. Tractors are standards to. which Merican work 
rynoon 24 hour ehifts, son are ers are entitled; and 
Specded up as woll as gachines, Whoroas; theso workers, 
One young farm worker reports whether thoy be- sharergsoppers , | 
that he was forced to drive a receiving ce wages a cortain por “ag 
tractor for 46 hours on ‘one tion cf their cro;s or as casuel iF 
shift without sloep.. daylalorers, are working poople 
- The progroem has dise- and are entitled to the benefits 
possessed thousands of small and pretcetion that orgenization- i 
tencnts and on being can pive thom and roguiro tho. 
7 to Washington by ono of tho support of the 4Zmorican Labor 
present Union organizors,Wash— movencnt in obtaining an inprove 
ington promptly appointod as. ment in their conditiors; and 
investigators a group of en Whorons, fsa rosult of | 
who woro the chiof malofrctors . the organization of the Southern 
in the evicting of  tonants-. Tenant Forners' Union, reprogont 
ing 15,000 aerteulturnl workora | 
Continued on pago 2... Continued om 2 
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TEXAS ORGANIZE 


“facts, as os ‘ri be oxpocteds 


possossed that tha Tocal 
lack of pupils. 


ly. begin a strugcle to raiso 
‘wWagos for such workers and se- 
‘euro better living ccndi tions. 
pickers are employod on 
ae2ny places at wages of 25¢ 
ote. per hundred poundse= 
Having _throe races the boss 


- veat down one group with anot- 
lot it. be said, has never dis-- 


crs. Black and white are 
urgod to join. the Unicon and 
fight shoulder to shoulder for 


toe Vo welcone our Moxican fol 

low workors, The STsU. asks on 

ly, are you a2 workcr in the 

cotton ficlds?Your struggle is 

struggle. The dispossessod 


workors sharocroppers 
nnd tenants of the south aro 
rapidly comint into their om 
orgenizetion to help build for 
the future. 


Union man is reported fron 
Cross Gounty.Dortch Baldridzo 

uncil, No.2, was thrown into 

jail with three drunken ren. 

One san was killed and now 

Dortch Baldridge facos a let 

president of his Local reports 


fonse fund ond request ner: 


Thotr roport ‘guprogsed .sthe 
Every County in this ‘groan 
shows decreage in the nmunber 
of farn fanilios. In one dist- 
rict so many poople wore dis- 
school was alnost closod iat 


Tho STFU. will innodiate- 


Foderation of Labor, at its 55th 
class hopes to continue to 
hore The STFU., to its credit 


crininated in orgeanizinz work- 


that which thoy cre ontitlad . 


the disinhcrited, exploited 


in attempt to frane-up 


secretary of the Lor Leke coe. 


degrees ¢ wrder chargesJin. rayne. 
that menbors are raising a de=- 


bers who can to assist in froc 


victin of a frane-upe | 

fund, may be sont, . 
_ to. Shorocroppers'. Voico. Box, 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LaBOR 4 
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and tenant farmers in the states | 
of Arkansas, Oklahona ani Toxas 
thoy have, sueceoded by such 
genization in obtaining sono’ 
provement, which however is woe- 
fully. inadequate as yot,, there- 
fore bo it | | 
| Resolved by the 


Annual Convention that the Exc- 
cutive Council be instructecl to 
five sy.ipathetic considoration 
to any requost for assistance 
thet may come to it for the or== 
ganization of those workers}that 
this convention requests all af- 
filicted bodies to extend sin- 


ilar assistance and encourage— 


nent whenever onl wherever poss— | 
iblc;that the Council take stops 
to brin# about a federal invest- 


Ligation of conditions of those 


workers in thoso arcas;and that 
lofislation designed to remedy. 
existing conditions and to esta-— 
blish decont labor conditions 
anonc such workers recoive tho 
Support of the Federation. 


ALABAMA COTTON 
MURDSRSD BY LANDLORDS 


The Cotton TMokor's Strike 
in Alabsca led by the Sharecrop- 
yor's Union resulted in victory 
for the pickors who forced pric~ 
¢s up but resulted in the death 
of at least 6 mombors of their 
Orvanization, Near Fort Deposit 
Alabena a meeting” of tho Union 
wes raided, and sone of the ron tes 
were shot.,Others heve been found 
in the swanps deloecation 
in Yoshington of the $.C.T.Ulaid 
cases before officicls of 
the U.S, Government. No action 
has been taken so far. 
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‘when the Terror raged. When all was 


dark and trusted mon were boing led 


by agents of tho plantors, Chas. Mo- 


Coy held a little ban together and 
fought his battle to save the Union. — 


Quick tompored and fiery this delov- 


é¢d leader of the Southern Tenant Far 


mer's Union is loved by all the farm 


workers and sharecroppers of Eastern . 


Arkansag, end respected by oven his 


enemics. Uncle Charlio, as ho is 


knowm to all, is quick to sea danger 


nhecd ond propare for it. A fighter 
if ever thore was one. Evory one 


Should honor such en, boceuse thoy 
help groatly to make the Union what 


it is 


\ 
John of Twist Plantatton, 
leader of that fino loeni in Cross 
County thet has succvedcd in sone 
measure in making Twist a Botter 


place to live on,deserves for: 


his enthuststic leader-ship. -.John 


Allin peid the price of that leader-. 


Ship. He was nourly lymchod, driven 
from his homo,and to leave Ai 
8 family alone on the terrible Twist 
He barely escaped the bands of plan- 


ter's x«gents who worse searching the . 


; highways and fields for this daring- 


* 


negro who was showing his peoplo the. 
way to freedom. John Allen oscapod 
to Momphis, and remcined as one of 


the refugoes in ‘tho camp near the. 
city until the Union lines 
formed. He is now in the fiold as an 


organizer. Evory wook applications - 


for Charters for now Locals organiz- 
John Allon arrive. Courteous 


and kindly to «cll, this splendid 


charactor wiil nover de 


‘known Soclalist snd Labor leader in 
his and county for over 30 
‘years, now President of the Poinsett 
County Central ¢ouncil of the 
with the help of a score of ola 
time fighters like himself held the 
STFU. together in Poinsett County-— 


known, 
Knowing rothing Unions 


the Bural Wormer) 


hundrod yours og6,e poct widow ndmed 
Yolly Magiire saw tho injustice of 


the tenant syseten ‘thon in force in 
that little Cowntry across the doa. 


She poor people aqeezed so hard 

that Life wes olmost impossible. 
Poople in thoso days ‘know noth 

ing about Unions, but they did know 


_that thoir was strength in orgonisa- 


tions, Molly ws Jown on Landlords 
and their aféents and tho Government 


toc because it helved the land-lords. 


collect thoir high rents. 80 she or 


gnnized all the workers on the farus. 


Molly. wes o brave 


_ fighter agaigst landlords, shoriffs 
ote. She capricd two pistole strap- 


pod around hor waist. Hor red pett~- 
icoat becamo the banner of the Molly 
Maguircs as ner organizction became 


other nothods of fightimg their bate 
tles for oristonce,the Molly Magui 
res had and“th.t was 
forces, | | 

The landlords and their agents 
worse torrifict., got so thet if 
landiora or his agent tried to evict 


a fort. worker, fo was sure to 


found dead in a ditch or hig 


hone. 


Molly Maguires.:. Boctane 8&6 


strong that for time nobody a 


Molly Maguire live in cortain 
parts of Irolarc. 


The landloris were dcspératte. 
They mede the British Govornment pox 


socute the Melly Maguires so tha 


_ they could not koop up their organi- 


zation in Ireland. 
In the 1850s thousands ofeMolly 


Maguires. capo’ to Auorica. It is said 


that ever Hcliy horsclf came to the 
United Stertes at that tira, 

tn tho United Str.tcs many 
tho Molly Waguiros went to dork in 
the mises ef Pennsilvania. They 
kopt up their secret organigatian to 
fight for the rights of the sine wore: 
Thoy wore finaliy broken up by 
the United Statos Gcvornu6nt but 
their fight paved the way for strong 
minor's Unions in later 
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ADMINISTRATION. 


Ano thor agency which as been: 
sot up bythe Government to make par 


tial atoenent for the sins of the As 


4, ctceis now supposed to be funct- .. 
It is called the Rural Re-= 


ioning.e 
Settlencht fAdnministration and hase 
beer given a half billion dollars to 
6,000,000 busted farn- 
ant dis»ossessod tonants and 
sunrceroppers. But so far it seons 
that this agoncy has dono nothing 
nore than announce its *Good Intente 
tions", and supply .. 36,000 


Crs 


bright ycung men with good fobs at 


ighor sclarics than thoy could carn 
-anywhore clse. Thoy havo been runn- 
ing around in thoir circ 


tion to thoir>problons. 

Having sone confidence in tho 
officials.of the Rescttlenent 
the officials of the Southern Tenent 
Farners Union have mado some practi- 
col sugscstions to this adninistra- 
tion for carrying out its progran.- 

The S.T.F.U. is ready to 
erate with this agency for scocuring 
some in conditions, vut 
so far wo havo teen unctlo to find 
out just what the Plans of the Res- 
settlenont Administration 
indeed anye 


NOTICE TO MEMBERS OF THS UNION: 


Sonetine ago a questionaire Was. 
sent out fron Union hoadquartors. 
This was nado up by tho Rural Rehab- 


bilitation officials and sont . outs 


at their suggestion. It was in “go 
sense an application for land and@ 
hones. The Union, as such, can take 
mo responsibility for actions of any 
governiiental agencies. 

If you wish to pkace an seplsed= 
tion with tho Rosettlomont Adniriste 
rotion, write thom at 414 Federal 
Bank Bldge Little arkenoase 


Organizations premising to soc- 
uro. members lands anc. homes are sp- 
ringing up over the South rigins tho 
crest of the wave erousei by the 


Couvhern Tenant F¥rhers Uhion. Thoy 

chargo high rates cf duos etc. and 

ero fakos,s—Thoy cannot carry out 


their pronisose 


; 
» 


‘on in tho AAA sot uz 


ment in the AZA contracts for 1936 


trying to - must be credited to the battle wagod 


find something in tho way of a sclu=-— 


‘ class 


are to 


-scceurod for its 


‘and stand 


> 


“WASHINGTON REPORTS INDICATE 
SHLRECROPPER TO BE GIVEN 
‘CONSIDERATION IN 244 CONTRACT 


The Correspondent of the Press= 


Scinitar states in an articlo that. 
civen the sharc¢ropper 
end tenant in 1936 will be incre-. 
The ALA progran for 1934-35- 


denefits. 


givos the lantlord $8.00 to $I. for 
the sharccroppor or tenant.The 31,00 
is parity payment which ne= 


there is éiscussion going 


| in regard 
benefit 
r tonant. Any such inprove=- 


mekine 


by the Southorn Tenant Farmers Union 


whose constant agitation has foreed 


the attention .of the country on the 
plight of the Sharocropper and ten— 
ants who are ‘real. 
of cotton. 

At the open bearing on the Kkhde. 
for ccttcn gontrol the: rep= 


resentatives of the. Southern Tonante 


Fernor’s Unicon mado the following 


proposals to rowedy sone of tho jn= 


justices of the ~resent contracts,.Te 
feonandeod that Torants and croppers 
bo given reprosentatisc 


the Ati. That the right to orcaniza 


be recognized and colloctive bergain 


ing be writton into the contracts. 


. That benefit payments do nade in ac= 


cordanco with the interests in the 
cropss That tenant ana cropper be 
riddo partics io tho contracts. That 
ali senefit payaents sade direct 
to the tenant or sharocropper and 
not throuch leandlores who have den- 


onstrated that they will not 
fairly with their tonantse 
In closing our. statement, we 


servod notice on the Ask. thet if the 
new contracts are not ode in the 
above sense that thay stand convict= 
ed of sross favoritisu to a suall 
of owners and an agoncy of 
class interest 
the donocratic name under which the 
rreso nto <duinistration eheins.. to 
orate. | 

In the ovont certain concessions 
croppers and tenants it 
will be dua to the struggle mado by 
the STFU. Tho Union will be on the 
job all of tho tino to see to if 
that some sonblance of justice is 
WALL do 
lcoking for the Nigcsor in tho 
pile--tiic Joker in ths 
ready 


sent diroct to tho. 


on cll boards 
. Of control and enforcenent sst un by 


making a mockery of. 


1936 contract. 
when 


deel 
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Publishod by; 
The Voices | Coe 
Box S215, Tonne 


Subscription Ratos; 


One yoar $1.00 
Six Months .50 
3 nonths \ 225 


Bundle Ratos por copy 
Special Rates to Union Menbers. 
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CLAYTON TAYLOR HELD IN JAIL 


County Arkansas; Clayton Tazlor, 
nezro sharecropner on the notor- 
jous Twist Plantation was jailed 
last March for telling Norman 
Thomas ‘how workers were treat- 
od down on Twist. Taylor and 4 
son-in-law were tried and found 
“sullty. of stealing oa pair of 
Plow Lines’ and sentenced to I 
year on the county farms. Obvi 
ously no sharecropper would have 
ony use for a pair of plowlines 
when he ‘has no mule of his. one 
.to work, This was. the method 
that. Twist Bros.chose of getting 
oven with o militant member of 
the Union. A sentence of I year 
on the. county farm-!Tho families 


of these workers were thrown out - 


of their ‘little cabin and ‘tie 
wife and daughter of Clayton Tay 
lor made their way over ta Mom- 
phis enly a few days ago to té@hl 
their story. Every Union Local, 
protest this action and demnnd 
the immediate freedom of these 
workers, now held so unjustly on 
the Cross County Farm. Protests 
should be sent the County Sherr- 
iff at Wynne arkensas. 


Numerous roports of 
tion owners_telling people that 
no Union wan can get a crop next 
year are going the rounds. The - 
un- imforrmed . workers have never 
stopped to think that if all the 
Union men are driven off “the 
Boss might have to ro to ~ work 
himself. he isn't going to do 


that under any circumstancos and. 


‘the chances: are that 90% of all 
in Ark. will be 
od mambors of. tho p in 


> 


pickers under loadership of tho 
Southorn Tenant Farmers Union , 
bronght. out of tho fields over 


“* The notorious Twist. Bros. in 


.A-mocting ‘of the 
“Committee which was made up of 


dnerease in-scles is 


nion snould corio first. For @ve- 


| 


COTTON. PICKER'S STRIKE WING 
$50,000 . 
FOR TORKER'S IN ARKANSAS ALONE 


~_ recent Strike of Cotion 


4,000 workers. Tho Union won an 
increase in wases of ovor 50% 
through out the area in North 
Eastern Arkensas effected by tha 
Strike Call, fPlantdtion ommore 
were astounded when the Union 
showed its strength. Offors to 
incroase wages began as the pick: 
ors stzved out of the fields now 
snowy white with cotton. 


Cross Ceunty were first to. raise 
the offer to 75% per hundred po-_ 
unds. A number of plantations 
met the price of’ $r.00 per. hund- 
strike 


rank and file Union leaders, was 

held. Thoy wisely decided to ac 

copt no ware increase of 50%. in 

price of cotton picking and then 

called the strike.orfm, | 
The Union has won its 6purs — | 

as a fighting. organiz:.tion of 

foarn workers tenants and share- 

ercppers. It has shown that it 

cin secure for its mombers a 

fciror share of the products of 

their labore. | 
Reliable estimates based on 

the canount of cotton 

picked per family and the increa | 

sed’ waccs wonly the Strike ky 

our .cnoers place the figure at 

not less then ($60,000.00) Fifty 

thousand dollars, cash money-= 

which has bcen put in the pocket 

of the enus-who really neoded it. 
Merchants, businoss mon and 

professional |workers of 

smell towns won tooe A 350,000 

Workers of the co fields 

spend™ their maney for food “and 

clothing, and other sorvices. 


Support for your or- and ones 
the Southern Tenant Farmer'’e Une 


ry dine you pay in to the Union 
you will receivo dollars in rot- - . 
urn, in the form of hizher wages 


and better living conditions. 
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ORGANIZATIONAL 


chartets for new. Locals nates 
been issued by the National 
ice since September lst. Dozens 
have been orgenized -in North 
Tastern Arkansas. Crittondon , 


ani St. Francis are about ready. 
to up their County. Unions. 


ackson County up around Nowport 

now has 4 fine locals and onc of 

our ost orcs snizers is working 
up thore linime u,) the »eople. 

In Oklahoma Odis L. Sweodon - 

of Nu hitins the ball 

‘ain--roviv the old ones cand 


now ones. A larte 


Yorkers Union Leaeal 
has organized in’ Muskeoccc. 


ine. 46 neVe- pe 


“Mite vworkorS.. 


anized are nat Grassy 
ahoka, Ludbock and vovel 


> 


issouri too. Throc have recente 


Ly Woon orsanize’ in Mississippi 


Two now locals have 
UL roportoed recontly. 


Union. organizers are wo 
“Wietiy  in-meny atatos, Due to 
Tact. that it wise 

for 


of or canizecrs: and 


ylaccs thoy aro we won't 
Srint Rimes .the nccrs Whe 
srobuiidineg tho in man’ now 
stetos and ste 


| 


Joif réon Count, - irkenecs 
4 


onds tho fic nlnost so- 
Ore 


oxie locals that have just 


t of tho iezoo and: Mississlvvi 
Delt: Resion.. Tennessuc isn't 
r 


Qt within tho 


end store and they could nake 


Lit 


Yo have just reeciv- 

cd the last bunile of the Sharo- 

Voicc,. aro very clad 

to got the pavers. They mean so 

much to cur menders, The ones 

who arc disheartened are uplift- 

cd when thoy reni the Voice. Tho 

Strike ws On Nore very easy bo | 

esusc wo hod nll the cotton vick 


‘ors in our Council. The Union 


as chanzcd a lot of things dowm 

hore. have cabout_15 white 
membcrs,. ind 69 in ‘Gur 

ion ‘and: wo flow 46 .. 


or sanizgat 
stick toctctnor..Every man on 
muinber four beloncs. 

Rete “SOGTOtCLY, 


otton strikes 
arkonsas Sottons 

Dear Folks: 

an writtin this 


saw Iowasn't coins to gct-nothe 


in: out of wy ¢crov, first 

ck I made cnouch to barely pay 

ny 2Carte “c have to Koep moving 

from ficld to field tho 
sotton as they finish in a few 
hourse Lets of pcoplo are here 
“on, and children,cver-bdo dy 
camps out ‘under the trees slcop 
in> ‘on their estton sacks ~and 
ola reocrs. I saw-5 whito.fami- 
lice and 3 colored familics cap 


in? in an ola Barn, sone= 


livin: in the hay loft end sme 


-livin=” in the stabics.:iAll ero 


eaw € felicrs  catin 
nnor , ociled creens 


ii 
“moet or icrd, snd they had : 


end. Lots of thom have chills 
andi hich fovor. In- one nlacs tho 
oess tcla the ycounc wonen to run - 
eftor tho nen around the 


_ 


one after they thru | 
pickin; cotten. Tho Flantcrs are 
payan: 40 to SOd . por... hundred 
pounte for pickin=. I havo mado 
just ®10.altoccther sinee I 
ovor ro cond I toll tho‘world I / 
an tovicave this places 
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